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Honor Society advisor Mike Hils. In addition, I
would like to recognize these business peo-
ple—Tom Coughlin of Wal-Mart Stores, James
R. Eaton of Duro Standard Products, and Bob
Flick of Flick’s Foods.

I ask my colleagues to join me in com-
mending these outstanding students and fine
corporate citizens.
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Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. Speak-

er, I have named the Franklin Square School
District as School District of the Month in the
Fourth Congressional District for January
2002. The schools are Polk Street, Wash-
ington Street and John Street Elementary
Schools.

This month I’ve decided to honor three
schools in the Franklin Square School District
for their growth and innovativeness. Dr. Tim-
othy Lafferty is the outstanding Superintendent
of Schools in Franklin Square. Primarily serv-
ing the residents of Franklin Square, the
school district also adds portions of these
neighboring communities: Garden City South,
West Hempstead, Elmont and Malverne. The
administrators of the schools are: Gloria Perry,
Principal, Polk Street Elementary School; Vin-
cent Butera, Principal, Washington Street Ele-
mentary School; and Ceil Candreva, Principal,
John Street Elementary School.

Today, all three elementary schools in the
district held groundbreaking ceremonies for
renovations and additions to be completed in
this new year.

Any time I see Long Island schools growing,
expanding and renovating, I’m heartened for
our future. The very structure of a building is
so vital to the inside health and well-being of
the students, staff and faculty on the inside.

Dr. Lafferty and his administration prepare
children to be contributing members of society
along with their academic instruction. Pro-
viding a ‘‘Foundation for Success’’ is the driv-
ing force that shapes all programs in the
Franklin Square School District’s three ele-
mentary schools.

Two programs cited as ‘‘exemplifying the
spirit’’ of the schools are the Accelerated
Reading Program and the Character Develop-
ment Program. The goal of the Accelerated
Reading Program is to ensure that students
read more books independently outside of the
school day. Each teacher maintains a bulletin
board which spotlights students’ progress to-
ward achieving their goals.

The Character Development Program aims
to teach students values by stressing practice
in addition to study and discussion. Through
the implementation of cooperative learning,
students learn to practice leadership strate-
gies, impulse control and responsibility. Stu-
dents learn to be good citizens. The vision of
Franklin Square School District—A Foundation
for Success—prepares Long Island students
for a lifetime of learning. It is a vision shared
by all members of Franklin Square community,
including students, teachers, administrators
and parents.

The Fourth Congressional District salutes
the Franklin Square School District’s focus on

the future. I congratulate all members of the
Franklin Square School District community on
this honor.
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Mr. SWEENEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor a constituent of the 22nd District of New
York. Mr. Harold Jordan retired from the
Greenwich Volunteer Fire Department in No-
vember 2001 after fifty years of continuous
service. Mr. Jordan first joined the Greenwich
Volunteer Fire Department on October 26,
1951 as a member of the Union Engine Com-
pany #1. During his half century of service, he
served as a Captain, 2nd Assistant Fire Chief
and 1st Assistant Fire Chief.

Mr. Jordan’s selfless community service em-
bodies the definition of a true American. Mr.
Jordan has instilled this spirit of volunteerism
in his family. His two sons and his son-in-law
have all worked as volunteer firefighters. Mr.
Jordan’s dedication has served as an inspira-
tion to his family, fellow firefighters and com-
munity.

As a result of recent tragedies, firefighters
have finally received the attention and admira-
tion they have long deserved. We must re-
member that firefighters put themselves in
danger day in and day out. They do this be-
cause it is their job and they are proud to fulfill
their duty. Mr. Jordan served his community in
this impressive capacity for fifty years. I thank
him and the 22nd District of New York thanks
him for his tremendous contribution to the
community.

I wish Mr. Jordan the very best as he be-
gins his well deserved retirement.
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Mr. McINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to recognize a represent-
ative of the American spirit and drive, Mariano
Apraiz. Mariano is a Spanish resident, who
after living in America for over thirty years, will
take his oath and become a citizen of the
United States. The ceremony will take place in
Denver, Colorado on Friday, December 14.

The reason I bring Mariano’s name to bear
is to tell his story of determination to become
an American. Mariano came to this country to
find a new way of life and experience new op-
portunities in the world. He found work as a
miner, rancher, and eventually he found a po-
sition in the local school district. Now at the
age of 55, Mariano has enjoyed a successful
life in this country and I praise him for his de-
termination and courage to live his dream.

Mr. Speaker, when asked why he wants to
gain citizenship, he simply replies, ‘‘I want to
vote.’’ I think this statement speaks volumes
for the pride Mariano has in his new country.
He wants to be part of the process, he wants
to participate in civic responsibility, and he

wants to make a difference. He has grown to
love this nation and in these difficult and trying
times, he truly is a symbol of American pride
and spirit.

Mr. Speaker, Mariano’s patriotism and love
for America will culminate as he is sworn in as
an American citizen. I am proud of Mariano
Apraiz for his determination and courage. His
lifelong goal will be reached and therefore, he
deserves the recognition of this body of Con-
gress.
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Mr. SCHAFFER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to congratulate Dr. Albert C. Yates, President
of Colorado State University and this year’s
National Western Stock Show Citizen of the
West. This award is given to the person who
best exemplifies the spirit and determination of
the western pioneer. Al Yates’ leadership and
dedication to Colorado and Colorado State
University personifies this spirit.

Al Yates is the 12th president of CSU and
has led the university to become one of the
top research institutions in the nation. Since
Yates took over as president in 1990, CSU
has had record fund-raising, increased its en-
rollment, implemented core curriculum, in-
creased research grants and recovered from a
devastating flood that inflicted $140 million in
damages. He has brought remarkable vitality
to CSU and has shown the important role
higher education plays to the future of the
West.

Born in Memphis, Tennessee, Al Yates en-
listed in the Navy after high school and served
on the U.S.S. Kitty Hawk. He then continued
his education at the University of Memphis,
graduating magna cum laude with degrees in
mathematics and chemistry. Yates went on to
earn a doctorate from Indiana University in
theoretical chemical physics, served as the
postdoctoral research fellow in the Department
of Chemistry at the University of Southern
California, and completed the Institute for Edu-
cation Management at the Harvard School of
Business. Before coming to CSU, Yates
served nine years as the Vice President at
Washington State University.

Mr. Speaker, Al Yates is a person of high
integrity and honor. I consider it a privilege to
know and work with him. He has served Colo-
rado State University well taking the respon-
sibilities and standards of his job to the high-
est level. In a recent edition of the Rocky
Mountain News, Bill Coors was quoted as say-
ing, ‘‘The Citizen of the West pays tribute to
a person whose life and work embody the
Western values we all hold so dear. With Al
Yates, his work is his bond, and he’s dedi-
cated his time, energy and integrity to building
our state’s land-grant institution into a leader
in the nation and a source of pride for Colo-
rado.’’ Furthermore, in a recent essay by
Chancellor Dan Richie of the University of
Denver (a recipient of the Citizen of the West
Award in 1998), Richie said, ‘‘We are long-
standing admirers of Yates, who has led the
transformation of CSU from ‘ag school’ to pre-
mier research university.’’
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